
A Ceremony To Celebrate The Life Of

Ashley Paul Ronan Phythian
14th September 1992 – 23rd December 2023

Ashley’s 31st birthday (September 2023) Lyme Park, Cheshire

York Cemetery Chapel
1pm Monday 29th January 2024





Humanist Celebrant: Steve Emmett

Order of Ceremony

Please be seated in hall – Music*: We Will Be Waiting in Your 
Dreams by Ashley

Ashley is carried in by his friends - Music: Gnossienne Dementia 
(Based on Gnossienne #1 by Erik Satie, played and mixed by 

Ashley)

Welcome, Introduction and Main Tribute: Steve Emmett 

Personal Tributes by: Abi McVeigh, Danny Igoe, Helje Svensson, 
Marilyn Crawshaw and Mick Phythian

Reflection Music and an opportunity to make a personal goodbye 
and touch the coffin (Carrickfergus, sung by Bernard (Brian) 

Davey, mix by Ashley)

Final words by Steve Emmett

Recession Music: from the album ‘I Could Live in Hope’ by the 
band Low (1994), a particular favourite of Ashley’s

30th birthday skydive 14th Sept 2023



Committal is in the family grave in the Victorian Section – a plan 
is attached and a photo of the headstone (currently removed for 
safety during the interment) to help if people prefer to visit at a 

later date.

~

As we leave there will be a collection to be divided between 
Withington Hedgehog Care Trust, 91 Parsonage Road, 

Manchester and Cats Protection York Adoption Centre in  
Ashley’s memory.

Ashley Christmas 2019, Tabarca Island, off Alicante

You are warmly invited to join Ashley’s family and friends at 
the Novotel, Fishergate, York, YO10 4FD (which has plenty of 

parking) to share your memories and partake in a “cheese feast”, 
Ashley’s favourite food.

~

There will be sticky labels for people to write their names on 
(Jane, Mick & Sophie won’t know everyone) and a book for  

you to share your memories in.

~

*The items of Ashley’s music used today are available on his 
Soundcloud account under the name of Mymble along with more.



The following words were used at Ashley’s Humanist naming 
ceremony 21st March 1993, we hope they guided us through 
his life.

Children Learn What They Live by Dorothy Law Nolte

If children live with criticism
They learn to condemn

If children live with hostility
They learn to fight

If children live with ridicule
They learn to be shy

If children live with shame
They learn to feel guilty

If children live with  
encouragement
They learn confidence

If children live with tolerance
They learn to be patient

If children live with praise
They learn to appreciate

If children live with acceptance
They learn to love

If children live with approval
They learn to like themselves

If children live with honesty
They learn truthfulness

If children live with security
They learn to have faith in themselves and others

If children live with friendliness
They learn the world is a nice place in which to live

(Copyright © 1972/1975 by Dorothy Law Nolte)







 

A PLAN OF YORK CEMETERY HOW TO GET TO YORK CEMETERY 

As it states on the top of the headstone 
“Loved ones never die”

Farewell Ashley


